Open: Into the Light Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
April 23, 2023 Luke 24: 28-49
Third Sunday of Easter Rev. Anne Schlesinger

Worship Design Studio reminds us, “The story of faith is not one of arrival but of
journey.”® Luke’s writing in The Acts of the Apostles includes the evocative story of the
very early Christian Church, before even the term “Christian” was formed. Acts tells the
story of both the faith journey and the literal journey of those followers of “The Way” and
continues to influence and shape the church today. Today’s reading is part of Peter’s
faith proclamation immediately following the Pentecost experience for which the
disciples were mocked by their audience as having been “filled with new wine,” (Acts 2:
13). We will hear more about that in a few weeks. Peter asserts that God created Jesus
as both Lord and the anointed Messiah. After some pretty powerful preaching, Peter has
the crowd convinced of their culpability, and the people were “cut to the heart” and
asked the Apostles what could they do. They were told, “Repent and be baptized,” and
about three thousand people did so. That is mighty powerful preaching, and it says
something powerful about spreading the Good News of Jesus outside the church
building. Lives were changed that day!

The story from Luke’s Gospel also tells about lives being changed. | wonder, how
many people here today have been on the walk to Emmaus? For those of you who have
not yet experienced a Walk, I highly recommend it, and if you are interested, | will not
only get more information for you, | will also become your sponsor. The Walk to
Emmaus is a 72-hour, ecumenical spiritual retreat intended to deepen your spiritual
walk. It is not intended to convert anyone; rather, it is intended to inspire and equip
those who are already active disciples to take an active part in their church and
community. According to their website, “The Walk to Emmaus ... also benefits less
active members who are seeking to renew a relationship with God, grow spiritually, or
discover firmer foundations for their lives.”2 Ask anyone of the people who had their
hands raised a minute ago how their walk affected them. | will tell you a little about my
experience. | had finished seminary and was in my third year serving a small church in
LeGrand, California, about fifteen miles east of Merced. | knew God loved me. | knew
many stories of Jesus and had preached on lots of them. But | was in a United
Methodist clergy group, and one of the other pastors was a bit surprised | had never
been on a Walk. Rev. Bob Kuyper told me he would sponsor me. He signed me up for a
walk in, of all places, Bakersfield, California. (I think he may have been a pastor in one
of the Bakersfield churches at one time in the past, but | am not sure.) That was the first
time | had been here other than to just drive through. He drove from his church in
Atwater to my church in LeGrand and then drove me all the way to Bakersfield, and left
me here! As | said, | had been active in my church in Boulder Creek, and had been
through three years of seminary, so | was intellectually aware God loved me. | had also
had a faith altering encounter with God some years before. But this Walk made me not
only know of God’s love but palpably feel it. Most people who have been on a Walk
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claim it changed their lives by deepening their faith. Like that butterfly who created a
fissure in its chrysalis in order to push itself out, there was no going back.

Of course, this retreat program is based on the story of two disciples walking the
seven mile journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus and meeting the risen Christ. We aren’t
told explicitly, but it seems quite likely that they had been among Jesus’ disciples who
fled the crucifixion site in fear for their own lives. What we do know is they were
grieving, walking along discussing the events of the past days and weeks. They were
joined by another traveler, who they failed to recognize as their risen Lord. Luke tells us
“their eyes were kept from recognizing him.” They had believed Jesus was the one who
was sent to redeem Israel, but his crucifixion had made them lose hope. But each time
disciples get a chance to meet the risen Christ, hope is renewed as they not only know
but feel in all their being that truly all things are possible with God. As Worship Design
Studio puts it, “Jesus has just risen from the dead, and as he appears to the disciples,
he challenges their very understanding of reality and reveals to them reasons to hope
for incredible things, things like the literal undoing of death itself! There is no going
back. Far beyond the embracing of new radical teachings, now the disciples are faced
with a new cosmological reality: that the one they call Christ has defeated death. There
is no going back to following a rabbi who performed incredible signs — Jesus wasn't
just their teacher, Jesus is LORD.™ | can hardly imagine the amazement. It was so long
ago that | don’t remember details, but | think | may have heard about the resurrection at
about the same time | first heard stories of Jesus. The disciples on this journey to
Emmaus, those who huddled in the Upper Room for fear of Jewish authorities, as well
as those amazed fishermen who met the Risen Christ at the shoreline had their lives,
their faith, and their understanding of scripture irrevocably changed in one incredible
moment.

That’s why Peter’s testimony was so powerful that about three thousand lives were
changed that day. Have you met the Risen Christ? How has it changed you? How can
you share that news with the world? What changes are happening in your life, your
community, your church that, although they may bring you grief, can be the growth of
new possibilities?

God is still at work in God’s creation. Spread the news!

Amen.
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Abierto: Hacia la Luz Hechos 2: 14a, 36-41
23 de abril de 2023 Lucas 24, 28-49
Tercer Domingo de Pascua Rev. Anne Schlesinger

Worship Design Studio nos recuerda: "La historia de fe no es una de llegada sino
de viaje". El escrito de Lucas en Los Hechos de los Apdéstoles incluye la evocadora
historia de la Iglesia cristiana primitiva, incluso antes de que se formara el término
“cristiano”. Hechos cuenta la historia tanto de la jornada de fe como de la jornada literal
de aquellos seguidores de “El Camino” y continta influenciando y dando forma a la
iglesia hoy. La lectura de hoy es parte de la proclamacién de fe de Pedro
inmediatamente después de la experiencia de Pentecostés por la cual la audiencia se
burlé de los discipulos diciendo que estaban “llenos de vino nuevo” (Hechos 2: 13).
Escucharemos mas sobre eso en unas pocas semanas. Pedro afirma que Dios creb a
Jesus como Senor y Mesias ungido. Después de una predicacidén bastante poderosa,
Pedro convenci6 a la multitud de su culpabilidad, y la gente se "comprimié de corazén"
y preguntd a los Apdstoles qué podian hacer. Se les dijo: “Arrepentios y bautizaos”, y
asi lo hicieron unas tres mil personas. Esa es una predicacion muy poderosa, y dice
algo poderoso sobre la difusion de las Buenas Nuevas de Jesus fuera del edificio de la
iglesia. jSe cambiaron vidas ese dia!

La historia del Evangelio de Lucas también habla de vidas cambiadas. Me
pregunto, ;cuantas personas aqui hoy han estado en la caminata a Emaus? Para
aquellos de ustedes que aun no han experimentado una Caminata, la recomiendo
mucho, y si estan interesados, no solo les daré mas informacion, sino que también me
convertiré en su patrocinador. La Caminata a Emaus es un retiro espiritual ecuménico
de 72 horas destinado a profundizar su caminata espiritual. No tiene la intencion de
convertir a nadie; mas bien, tiene la intencion de inspirar y equipar a aquellos que ya
son discipulos activos para que tomen parte activa en su iglesia y comunidad. Segun
su sitio web, “La Caminata a Emaus... también beneficia a los miembros menos activos
que buscan renovar una relacion con Dios, crecer espiritualmente o descubrir cimientos
mas firmes para sus vidas”. Preguntele a cualquiera de las personas que levantaron la
mano hace un minuto como les afectd su caminar. Os cuento un poco mi experiencia.
Habia terminado el seminario y estaba en mi tercer afio sirviendo en una pequefia
iglesia en LeGrand, California, a unas quince millas al este de Merced. Sabia que Dios
me amaba. Conocia muchas historias de Jesus y habia predicado sobre muchas de
ellas. Pero yo estaba en un grupo de clérigos metodistas unidos, y uno de los otros
pastores estaba un poco sorprendido de que nunca hubiera estado en una caminata. El
reverendo Bob Kuyper me dijo que me patrocinaria. Me inscribi6é para dar un paseo, de
todos los lugares, Bakersfield, California. (Creo que pudo haber sido pastor en una de
las iglesias de Bakersfield en algin momento en el pasado, pero no estoy seguro). Esa
fue la primera vez que estuve aqui aparte de simplemente conducir. Condujo desde su
iglesia en Atwater hasta mi iglesia en LeGrand y luego me llevé hasta Bakersfield, jy
me dej6 aqui! Como dije, habia estado activo en mi iglesia en Boulder Creek y habia
asistido a tres anos de seminario, por lo que intelectualmente estaba consciente de que
Dios me amaba. También habia tenido un encuentro con Dios que alteré mi fe algunos
anos antes. Pero esta Caminata me hizo no solo conocer el amor de Dios sino sentirlo
palpablemente. La mayoria de las personas que han realizado una Caminata afirman



que les cambié la vida al profundizar su fe. Como aquella mariposa que se abri6 una
fisura en su crisélida para poder salir, no habia vuelta atréas.

Por supuesto, este programa de retiro se basa en la historia de dos discipulos que
recorrieron el viaje de siete millas desde Jerusalén a Emaus y se encontraron con
Cristo resucitado. No se nos dice explicitamente, pero parece bastante probable que
hayan estado entre los discipulos de Jesus que huyeron del lugar de la crucifixion
temiendo por sus propias vidas. Lo que si sabemos es que estaban de duelo,
caminando discutiendo los eventos de los ultimos dias y semanas. Se les uni6 otro
viajero, a quien no reconocieron como su Sefior resucitado. Lucas nos dice que "sus
0jos no lo reconocieron". Habian creido que Jesus era el enviado para redimir a Israel,
pero su crucifixion les habia hecho perder la esperanza. Pero cada vez que los
discipulos tienen la oportunidad de encontrarse con Cristo resucitado, la esperanza se
renueva ya que no solo saben sino que sienten en todo su ser que verdaderamente
todas las cosas son posibles con Dios. Como dice Worship Design Studio, “Jesus
acaba de resucitar de entre los muertos, y cuando se aparece a los discipulos, desafia
su comprensién misma de la realidad y les revela razones para esperar cosas
increibles, cosas como la destruccion literal de la muerte misma. ! No hay vuelta atras.
Mucho mas alla de abrazar nuevas ensefianzas radicales, ahora los discipulos se
enfrentan a una nueva realidad cosmologica: que aquel a quien llaman Cristo ha
vencido a la muerte. No hay vuelta atras para seguir a un rabino que realizd sefiales
increibles: Jesus no era solo su maestro, Jesus es el SENOR”. Apenas puedo imaginar
el asombro. Fue hace tanto tiempo que no recuerdo los detalles, pero creo que
escuché sobre la resurreccién aproximadamente al mismo tiempo que escuché por
primera vez las historias de Jesus. Los discipulos en este viaje a Emaus, los que se
apifiaron en el aposento alto por temor a las autoridades judias, asi como los
asombrados pescadores que se encontraron con Cristo Resucitado en la orilla, vieron
sus vidas, su fe y su comprension de las Escrituras irrevocablemente cambiadas en un
momento increible.

Por eso el testimonio de Pedro fue tan poderoso que ese dia cambiaron unas tres
mil vidas. ¢ Has conocido a Cristo Resucitado? ;Coémo te ha cambiado? ¢ Como
puedes compartir esa noticia con el mundo? ;Qué cambios estan ocurriendo en tu
vida, en tu comunidad, en tu iglesia que, aunque te traigan dolor, pueden ser el
crecimiento de nuevas posibilidades?

Dios todavia esta obrando en la creacidén de Dios. jDifundir la noticia!

Amén.



